
December 1977 

Happy Holidays. - Another year has passed and the Goose remains active 
and healthy. Our sincere best wishes are the same for  you and yours, 
May the coming holiday season be merry and the new year l i ve  up t o  your 
expectations and aspirations. Merry Christmas and Hapm New Year from 
the WGA officers and directors. 

ITEM. The WGA Convention was held in Seattle,  Washington on the 12th, 
13th and U t h  of October. A s  you know there was considerable anxiety 
in moving the tradit ional  east  coast event to  the west coast. Fears 
were unfounded as we had a most successful convention with participation 
of the user c o d t y .  There were some new applications such as a 
loran system t o  provide monitoring of boats in Lake Pontchartrain to 
prevent bridge collisions. Captain A l  l-kming USCG gave status and 
problems of the West Coast system. It turns out there are holes i n  
the coverage (see items on C.G. ac t iv i t ies) .  I am unable, a t  t h i s  
printing t o  forcast  a publication date for  the proceedings. However, 
any questions regarding them should be sent to  Tom McCarty, John 
Hopkbs b i v e r s i t y ,  P2L, John IIo9kkg Faail, Laurel, Ri. 2C3E310 o r  cal l .  
him a t  301-953-7100 ext. 3074. - Thanlcs to Red Fredericks who did an 
outstanding job as convention chairman, also t o  Tom McCarty and Dan 
Panshin who co-hosted the technical sessions. Next year it w i l l  be 
held in New Orleans. Vern Johnson chairman and Jim V a n  Etten techni- , 
cal  paper chairman. 

ITEM. I have it on good aukhority that  W- i s  looking for  a Loran 
C-ineer. Anyone interested contact Western Marine 
Electronics, attn: Ms .  Marcia Hardwick, 905 Dexter Ave. North, Box C 

USCG Activities. 
. TIEM. Captain A r t  Ladley (sp?) USCG Hqtrs. i s  the Loran C-Task Force 

coordinator and has provided the following information: Equipmenthas 
been instal led a t  both Nantucket and Carolina Beach t o  provide d u a l  
rat ing of these stations which w i l l  eventually be t ied  into the new 
stat ion going up a t  Seneca, N.Y. Some on air test ing has been done 
and more w i l l  follow. They w i l l  be d u a l  rat ing on 9930 ( e x i s t h g  
ra te )  and 9960, - The antenna is erected a t  Seneca, N.Y., the 1 s t  
production solid s ta te  transmitter will be delivered to  them in mid- 
Jan- and test ing w i l l  begin i n  March.-Good news for the West Coast, 
Chart verification has been completed on west coast Loran C charts 
with the extensive aid of NOAA. Results are encouraging and corrections 
will be published shortly on medium and s m a l l  scale charts. N O U  



advises that  the errors are constant. - Discussions are proceeding 
with the Canadians t o  put another stat ion on northern Vancouver 
Island which when t ied in with W i l l i a m s  Lake w i l l  provide greatly 
improved coverage on both Dixon Entrance and the S t ra i t s  of Juan 
de Fuca. - Hope to  i n i t i a t e  procurepent process for additional 
solid s ta te  transmitters in February. 

ITEM. Personnel changes received from Bill Mooney: 

LANTAREA Loran-C Operations - Effective August 1, 1977 Commander, 
Atlantic Area (cOGARD) relieved Commander, Fifth Coast Guard 
District  as officer in Operational Control for  t he  East Coast Loran-C 
Chain. COMLANTAREA will also exercise operational control of the  
expansion Loran-C Chains as they a r e  placed on-line. A Loran-C Branch 
has been established at LANTAREA and is currently located at Bldg. 110, 
on Governors Island. CDR Bill MOONEY is the  Branch Chief, assisted by 
ENS Lou SKOUPA, CW03 Bob HUNTER, ETCS George TATE and YN2 
Darlene CARROLL. COCO for  the  East Coast  Chain remains at LORSTA 
Carolina Beach and LT Steve FRANCIS occupies t he  job, having relieved 
CDR Phil KIES. If questions arise concerning Loran-C operations, fee l  
f r ee  t o  call the  Loran-C Branch, # 212-264-1272. 

P.S. Effective 1 September 1977 t h e  East Coast AIG for  Loran-C 
Operations (8935) will be restructured and commercial users will be billed 
via collect Telex. There will probably also be a telephone information 
service, ala Omega, initiated in t he  near future t o  faci l i ta te  passing 
information about Loran C operations and the  expansion. 

ITEM. Thanks to  Bill Roland for the following: 

A recent Coast Guard Commandant Notice was released with 
the following info on the Loran-A Phase-Out: 

"After 35 years of operation and service t o  the mariner 
and airman, major portions of the Loran-A radionavigation 
system, operated throughout the world by the Coast Guard and 
.agencies of o ther  Governments, w i l l  be discontinued on 
31 December 1977. The general pufpose Loran-A navigation 
coverage w i l l  be replaced by the coverage from the OMEGA 
system with the benefi t  tha t  OMEGA is expected t o  provide 
coverage on a global scale,  rather  than the  l imited coverage 
offered by LO~G-A. 
fo r  radionavigation 
Loran-A serving the 
out  by mid-1980.'' 

The Loran-C system is being provided 
in  the U. S, Coastal Confluence Zone.. , . . 
Coastal Confluence Zone w i l l  be phased 

"U. S. provided 
f ollms : 

Loran-A service w i l l  be discontinued as 



1. The Coast Guard w i l l  terminate the operation and 
support functions of Loran-A f a c i l i t i e s  i n  the following areas 
on 31 December 1977: 

I.ryyIsHALL ISLANDS - --- - 

MAIUANA ISLANDS 
/-- 

IOWA JIMA 
CAROLINE ISLANDS 
PRILIPPINES 
SPAIN 

The Government of Japan-will assume the Loran-A operation 
at Gesashi, Okinawa. 

2. Domestic Loran-A service t o  Alaska, Hawaii, and West 
Coast areas of the U. S .  is scheduled t o  end 30 June 1979. 

Service t o  the East Coast, Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean 
( W e s t  Indies) i s  schedules to  end 30 June 1980." 

- -- 

Other news. 
ITEM. Transportation System Center (TSC) Cambridge, &. is under- 
taking studies and experiments for the Coast k d .  qne is V 2 . 3  
(Tessel Traffic Services) which will be used to determine if Loran 
C or other methods should be used for control of vessel traffic in 
harbor and harbor entrances, Specifically concerned with Valdez 
harbor in Alaska and San Francisco. The other study is OVTM (off shore 
Vessel Traffic  oni it or in^). This study is similar to VTS except that 
it extends out to the 200 mile limit. T S  is also working state DOT'S 
to provide loran service for such things as dispatch of police and 
emergency vehicles, road inventory and site registration. N. Y. 
state is scheduled to do a demonstration of these functions under 
the cognizance of TSC. - Thanks to fellow honker Joe LoVeechio. 
ITEM, Dues: 

Please send 1978 dues of $7.50, if the above number does not read 8 
or above, to Lloyd Higginb6tham, Membership Chairman, 4 Townsend Rd., 
Acton, Ma. 01720. P.S. All of those with a 6 will be dropped from 
our mailing list unless payment is made before the next mailing. 

USCG 08738 HOWL R The number in the extreme upper 
CWOI, JAMES A. DOE right hand corner of your address 

ITEM. RETURNED MAIL - Apparently wehave incorrect addresses for 
CWO-4 Ralph Howland, Marvin Siegal, Bill Butler and Robert Wengel. 
If anyone knows correct address please notify. 

.USCG QTRS 12E-1 
GOVNORS IS. 
NEW YORK 10004 

label indicates your dues status. 
1978 dues are due after 1 January, 



ITEM. The following tables were taken from the paper delivered by 
Dan Panshin a t  the WGA Convention: 

Table 1. Est imated Number o f  U. S. C i v i l i a n  

Marine Loran-A 'Users 

User group 

Commercial f i s h i n g  

Marine commercial s p o r t f i s h i n g  

Merchant marine 

Tug and towboat i n d u s t r y  

Of fshore petro leum se rv i ce  
vessel i n d u s t r y  

Marine r e c r e a t i o n  

Other Loran-A users 

Tota l  

Est imated no. o f  Loran-A users 
(rounded t o  neares t  hundred) 

Table 2. Users Who Intend to Switch to  Loran-C 

User Category 

Commercial Fishing 

Commercial Transportation 

Marine Recreation 

% 
Don' t Know 

5 

6 

32 

Yes 

94 

72 

53 

No 

1 

22 

1 5  
I 



Table 3. When Users In tend t o  Switch 

Table 4. Kind o f  L o r a n 4  Sets Users In tend t o  Buy 

User Category 

Commercial F ish ing  

Commercial Transpor ta t ion 

Marine Recreation 

Comnercial t ranspor ta t ion  users w i l l  buy f u l l y  automatic rece ivers .  A 
l a rge  number al ready have A/C combination sets which they plan t o  g radua l l y  re-  
place w i t h  f u l l y  automatic sets as t h e i r  A/C sets wear out, unless government 
regu la t ion  forces an e a r l i e r  switch. Among commercial f i s h i n g  and rec rea t iona l  
users, as many in tend  t o  use present ly  owned A/C combination sets o r  convert  

. . Loran-A sets as the re  are  t h a t  in tend  t o  buy f u l l y  automatic rece ivers .  

Loran-A users in tend  t o  use a wide v a r i e t y  o f  Loran-C sets (see Table 4 ) .  
Most expect e i t h e r  t o  buy a  f u l l y  automatic s e t  o r  t o  use a  rec iever  which i s  
a l ready owned, by swi tching an A/C combination se t  t o  the C mode o r  by sending 
a  Loran-A se t  t o  the fac tory  f o r  conversion. 

% 

User Category 

- 
Commercial F ish ing 

Commercial Transpor ta t ion 

Marine Recreation 
1 

Summary 

The comnunity o f  U. S. Loran-A users i s  la rge  and i t  i s  d i v e r s i f i e d  i n  
i t s  marine a c t i v i t i e s .  Loran-A users a re  a lso genera l ly  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  the 
q u a l i t y  o f  nav igat iona l  serv ice they have been receiv ing.  

Ea r l y  

50 

2  4 

11 

ib 

Most Loran-A users are resigned t o  the change t o  Loran-C. Some are enthus- 
i a s t i c ,  a few a re  opposed. Nonetheless, Loran-A users have h igh expectat ions 
fo r  Loran-C. 

Late 

9 

0 

10 

Near Termination 
(+ - 6 mo.) 

37 

55 

56 

Users value Loran serv ice h igh ly ,  and therefore  77-98% o f  Loran-A users i n  
the var ious groups who have made a  decis ion plan t o  swi tch t o  Loran-C. Many 
users, however, p lan t o  delay t h e i r  swi tch u n t i l  near the time o f  Loran-A term- 
inat ion,  and the types o f  Loran-C rece ivers  they p lan t o  use are incons is ten t  
w i t h  the nav igat iona l  r e s u l t s  they expect. 

Don' t  Know 

4 

2 1  

23 

Don' t  

1. Know 

2 

4 

23 

A/C o r  Convert 
A Set 

( p r e ~ r h r l d  c%ned 
/ / 
38 

38 

3 2  

Manual 
C 

15 

2  

5  

F u l l y  
Automatic 

35 

49 

38 

A/ C 
Combination 

15 

7 

2  



ITEM. (20 July 1977) Fred Karkalik, with Systems Control, Inc, , 
Palo Alto, Ca., reports on the recent West Coast Loran-C demonstration, 

A brief glirnpse of the capabilities of the West Coast Loran-C 
chain was presented on 14 July 1977, The briefing and demonstration, 
conduc_ted-b$-tfteeU: - ---- S. Coast Guasc+centered about the San Francisco 

- Harbor area. Representatives of the maritime, boating, electronics, 
and general public media were in attendance. The briefing described 
the Loran-C West Coast chain and compared the Loran-C coverage and 
accuracy with that of Loran-A. Two Loran-C receivers were used for 
the demonstration: one on-board a USCG HH-3 helicopter and one on- 
board a Chevron Tanker, Visitors flown on the helicopter from 
Treasure Island to the Tanker and return could observe the repeat- 
ability of T.D.s. The operation of Loran-C on-board the tanker was 
also described. Mr. George Grosskopf of the USCG 12th District, can 
be contacted for further information ( ~ 5 )  556-5831. 

Lloyd D. Higginbothm 




